Florida Service Dogs, Inc.

Laws and Regulations
Once you receive your Florida Service Dogs, Inc. Service Animal  OR Therapy Dog team identification card, you will be responsible for your dog’s complete care and control.  You are required by most state laws to license your service animal with the animal regulation agency in the area where you live.  Your local Humane Society, Animal Care and Control Department, or Police Department should be able to provide you with the necessary information concerning local animal ordinances and licensing requirements.

We require that you contact these agencies immediately upon receipt of your dog so that their staff and officers are aware of your dog’s unique value and are therefore better equipped to identify him should the dog become lost or missing.  Inform them as to the dog’s name, breed, sex, age or date of birth, along with the necessary information for contacting Florida Serivce Dogs, Inc. and yourself.

In some areas, Service animals maybe licensed free of charge and some counties do not require licensing it’s your responsibility to find out your local laws and comply.  Most laws state specifically that any dog running at large can be implicated in an auto accident resulting in property damage or personal injury.  Service or Therapy animals are not exempt from these laws.  Local leash laws and other laws for safety reasons must be abided.

For your protection, most animal regulation agencies have local ordinances governing vicious animal problems, including unprovoked attacks on people, pets, livestock, and destruction of property.  Find out what the regulations are for your area and for the protection of your dog and yourself, report any instances of threatening behavior or attack to the appropriate authorities.  Attacks unprovoked can harm your therapy animal and even make him/her have a temperament that is unacceptable as a therapy animal in the public so it is up to you to keep your animal safe at all times.  

Even though your animal is a type of working animal, your animal is NOT exempt from some things such as “no pets” policies or “pet deposits” or “pet fees” you are still required to adhere to the animal welfare and safety laws pertaining to your animal. You MUST first ask permission to bring your animal into any public place that does not already allow regular “pets”.  Therapy Dogs and their humans do NOT qualify for the same protections as those who are disabled who use or are training service animals.  

Federal and State Laws/Regulations do not cover Therapy, Social, Companion or Facility Animals.  Animals who are “individually trained to meet the needs of ONE person’s disability is considered to be a “Service Animal” and that may include those who provide some type of work for persons with mental disabilities such as a Psychiatric Service Dog.  

There may be a misunderstanding of the definition of a service animal versus a therapy animal.  However, those who are trained for ONE person are a service animal.  Those who are just there for love and emotional support for places such as hospitals, children’s homes, therapy groups or nursing homes are not covered the same as a service animal.  

Please do not attempt to pass off a Therapy animal as a Service animal.  
Always ask educate the public about the use of 

both types of animals.

While Service animals don’t require permission, therapy animals do require permission to enter public entities.
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